Teachers 4 Social Justice 10th Annual Conference

“Teaching for Social Justice: 

A Labor of Love”
Some things to think about as you consider what workshops to attend:

· Are you looking for something to do in your classroom next week?

· Are you looking for something to help build your own understanding of an issue and/or enrich your knowledge of a subject?

· Are you looking for a different pedagogical approach to teaching?
· What is the right fit and opportunity for you at this point in your own learning and practice?

Workshop descriptions 

(Please note: schedule and workshop descriptions are subject to change as needed.  Please check back to see if any workshops have been added; final programs will be available the day of the conference.  

You can register for workshops on the day of the conference.)
	Deconstructing Disability: Using Critical Theory to Rethink Policy and Practice in Special Education

All
	Unpacking the Historical Timeline of Public Education: What does our past tell us about our present?
All
	Engaging Whiteness and White Privilege through Critical Family History
All
	Why Teach Haiti?

All

	Beyond Gender Boxes: Making Room For All Our Students

All
	Mindfulness in the Classroom: A New Route to Social Justice 
K-5
	“I Have a Story”: Oral Storytelling for Writing, ELD, and Classroom Community

K-5
	Making Change Vs. Making Due: Social Justice Curriculum Design for the Elementary Classroom

K-6

	Family Traditions: Collaborating with Migrant Parents

K-6
	Can I Ask You a Question?: How Youth Can Tap into Community Wisdom in Order to Excel
5-8
	City Stories, Common Ground: Teaching Local History Through Theater and the Arts
6-12
	Creating book clubs to build community
6-adult


*******************

Workshops
Deconstructing Disability: Using Critical Theory to Rethink Policy and Practice in Special Education

There are over six million students in the United States who are being served under the current Individuals with Disabilities Education Act.  The original act represented a triumph to civil rights activists seeking access to the public schools for students with disabilities in the 1970s.  Yet the resulting system that meant to serve those students institutionalized some of the most oppressive practices and politics of the Eugenics movement at the turn of the 19th century.  Is disability a biological, “inalterable” characteristic located in the individual and that requires interventions?  Or, is it a societal construct that presupposes the existence of a hierarchy of “desired” attributes?  Is it possible that students are not de facto “disabled,” but rather become so only by the labels and the schools meant to serve them?  Using lecture, partner and small group activities, this workshop offers a space to rethink our conception of disability and at the same time develop a daily practice to reflect that new orientation towards disability. 

The workshop is designed for all educators.  It is likely to be of particular interest to teachers who have students in their classes that have been diagnosed with a disability, special education teachers, speech and language pathologists, occupational therapists, school psychologists, instructional assistants and administrators (K-12).  Students and parents who are interested in classroom practice and education policy are also encouraged to attend.  All
Marijke Conklin has taught for four years in Oakland and earned her Master’s degree in Philosophy and Education from Columbia University.
Unpacking the Historical Timeline of Public Education: What does our past tell us about our present?
During this interactive workshop, participants will review critical dates from the past two centuries that have directly or indirectly influenced the current design of our public education system.   Participants will reflect on, discuss and interpret historical events as they consider their own roles in reproducing or interrupting current realities that exist for our students.
This workshop is for all who work in schools or with students – and students themselves will benefit from this workshop.  All
Gregory Peters is the founder and Executive Director of the San Francisco Coalition of Essential Small Schools ("SF-CESS") and is committed to working towards school change within larger networks by creating and sustaining successful small schools.
Engaging Whiteness and White Privilege through Critical Family History

Anyone is welcome to this workshop, but it focuses particularly on uncovering whiteness through a process of examining family history that I am calling “Critical Family History.” Participants will consider what they learned (or didn’t learn) about race, racism, and their own ethnic/cultural identity through family stories. We will look particularly at the extent to which stories having to do with racism or white privilege are erased from family memory. The presenter will then show a process for uncovering family participation in the construction of racism, with both a personal example, to illuminate how to use this process. Working in small groups, participants will then design mini-research projects in which they could engage on their own families, and consider what they might learn about themselves, their own histories, and the wider US history, by doing so, and what implications this might have for taking action against racism today.

The workshop is geared toward naming whiteness in our own family lives, and will be most relevant to either white teachers or teachers of color who have white students, but anyone is welcome to attend and participate.  All
Christine Sleeter is Professor Emerita at California State University Monterey Bay, and President-Elect of the National Association for Multicultural Education. She has written extensively about anti-racist multicultural education.
Why Teach Haiti?
The dignity and everyday life of the citizens of Haiti have traditionally been undermined economically, politically and socially, by outsiders and those within. This has happened in large measure as a backlash to Haitians freeing themselves from slavery to become a Black sovereign state in the Americas. It is time to highlight who Haitians actually are, as opposed to the constant demagoguery offered by those who have vested interests in such propaganda.  This workshop will include presentations from members of the T4SJ Haiti Study Circle on curriculum they have used and developed in the following subject areas tied to Haiti: language arts, history, social studies, science, math, adult education.  All
Led by the T4SJ Haiti Study Circle.

Beyond Gender Boxes: Making Room For All Our Students

This interactive workshop will use lively group activities, along with excerpts from GroundSpark’s powerful new film Straightlaced—How Gender’s Got Us All Tied Up, to engage participants in a cutting edge discussion about how traditional concepts of gender limit our students – indeed all of us – in being our most authentic selves. We will look together at the “gender binary”, creating a working definition using real life examples. The session will give participants the opportunity to explore how society’s gender boxes influence their own lives and the lives of their students, as well as to develop empathy for people who do not fit into the gender binary and action ideas for creating more open and welcoming schools and communities.
This session is appropriate for anyone who works with youth – at all age levels, in both formal and informal educational settings, and including parents. Discussion will be geared toward helping participants apply the material to their own specific needs and contexts.  All
Amy Scharf is National Program Director for GroundSpark’s Respect for All Project, and has worked in the field of educational equity and diversity for nearly twenty years as a trainer, classroom and university teacher, policy analyst, advocate and parent.

Mindfulness in the Classroom: A New Route to Social Justice
Mindfulness is an effective tool in the classroom as it teaches children to focus and pay attention, improve impulse control. reduce stress and enhance calm and facilitates the building and sustaining of positive relationships. Once learned, the practice becomes an invaluable lifetime tool. Students say it helps them focus better in the classroom and teachers say 83% of their students benefit from mindfulness.  The presentation will teach attendees a bit of mindfulness, describe the program and its benefits, and outline the brain science that explains why it is so effective in the classroom. We will also share stories of children, teachers and administrators and offer several lessons that we use in classrooms.  K-5
Laurie Grossman, a founder of Mindful Schools, has worked with elementary schools in the Oakland Unified School District for 18 years bringing a variety of academic programs and collaborations, mindfulness being the most effective.
“I Have a Story”: Oral Storytelling for Writing, ELD, and Classroom Community

Learn how to use oral storytelling to increase your students’ motivation to write, develop their English fluency, improve the quality of their writing, and build classroom community.  This session will include an introduction to a storytelling-based model of writing instruction, a video of classroom practice, analysis of student work samples, and a chance to experience storytelling.

This workshop is geared toward both new and experienced teachers of K-5 language arts.  K-5
Michelle Kellman is a National Board Certified Teacher and Bay Area Writing Project Teacher Consultant who taught grades K-3 in Oakland for 13 years and is now a literacy coach and ELD coordinator.

Making Change Vs. Making Due: Social Justice Curriculum Design for the Elementary Classroom

Often, liberal and progressive teachers create “social justice” projects that result attempt to make people in oppressive conditions more “comfortable” in those conditions rather than questioning or working to change the structures of those conditions. In this workshop, participants will be explicitly guided through a reframing exercise to see the difference between a charitable approach to teaching vs. a justice orientation. They will be exposed to multiple examples of powerful elementary school projects in which students and teachers work to make change.  A framework of social justice curriculum design will be shared and participants will have the opportunity to practice thinking about broader questions to frame potential units of their own.

This workshop is geared toward pre-service, new and veteran elementary grade teachers.  K-6
Bree Picower Ph.D. is an Assistant Professor of Elementary Education at Montclair State University and a Core Member of the New York Collective of Radical Educators.

Family Traditions: Collaborating with Migrant Parents
At this workshop, participants will learn about a four-week project at Boronda Meadows in Salinas that celebrated family traditions and taught technology skills to migrant families during January and February, the off-season for migrant workers. Eleven families published their family traditions on the Internet at www.atlasdeladiversidad.net as Living Memories. Their work can be seen by their children and relatives in any public library. After discussion, we will work in small groups to design a similar project for your school community.

All teachers of English Learners and Migrants will benefit from this workshop.  K-6
Adrienne Jerman is a English Learner Resource Teacher with over 20 years classroom experience teaching in a bilingual setting.
Can I Ask You a Question?: How Youth Can Tap into Community Wisdom in Order to Excel
One of the most important traits of a good educator is planning ahead. When you plan, you can expect what will happen and have more control over unforeseen situations and focus on the task at hand. Why not pass along that line of thinking to students? 
This workshop will focus on the gap between expectations and reality. We will apply that concept to reducing the stress associated with transitioning between schools (elementary to middle school, middle school to high school and high school to college).  Participants will learn about a unit designed to prepare students for this transition and how our class used the community and research techniques (interviews, artifact collection, photography) to gain hindsight about the process. There is a wealth of knowledge in your own community, students (and adults) just need to learn how to tap into it.
 The facilitator will share lesson plan ideas, handouts and PowerPoint presentations of the class’ final presentation. My students interviewed high school and college students and staff members about their experiences about the high school/college application process, advice and lessons learned about classes, teachers, time management, and how to be a student who will stand out in a competitive learning environment.

This is geared toward classroom teachers or youth workers. Students can interview older students and staff within their own school, program or community.  5-8
Adrienne Hidalgo is a San Francisco native, result of public school education, middle school teacher and grad school student.

City Stories, Common Ground: Teaching Local History Through Theater and the Arts

This workshop offers teachers a concise overview of Bay Area history, creative tools for teaching local history in the classroom, and an innovative approach to arts education. Through theater, video, visual art, and poetry, this workshop will demonstrate how to introduce local history, from the Ohlone to the Gold Rush to modern times, in a way that invites students to critically reflect on the world they live in and understand the complex historical forces that created it. Looking at the land we live on and its rapid transformation over the last 200 years, this workshop will help teachers inspire students to learn about and engage with local Native American history, environmental justice, globalization, gentrification, and racism.
This workshop will benefit all teachers, particularly history and humanities teachers, art teachers, youth workers, and social justice organizers.  6-12

Ariel Luckey is a nationally acclaimed poet, actor, and educator whose community and performance work dances in the crossroads of education, art, and activism.
Creating Book Clubs to Build Community
We will begin by asking participants to create a book life map which will detail their experience as a reader.  Subsequently, participants will break into small groups where they will share their book life maps with their group members.  Each of the small groups will be facilitated by a member of the T4SJ book club.  Next, participants will be given a hand-out about the T4SJ book club protocol which will orient them to our process. After participants review the hand-out and are given the opportunity to ask clarifying questions they will then be given an article, 3-5 pages in length, about a contemporary issue in education.  They will conduct a close reading of the article using the T4SJ protocol to guide them in their conversation.  As conversation winds down, participants will have the opportunity to share-out in their smaller groups about what they like about the protocol and how what they think could be done differently.   At the close of the workshop, participants will do a whole group discussion about what they learned and what they will take back to their workspace.  The session will close with appreciations and participants will be invited to do a brief follow-up Q&A with facilitators.  Consensual hugs might even be appropriate.

This workshop is for anybody concerned with creating community through a love of reading (and talking).  6-adult
Mira Carberry supervises an afterschool program in the Tenderloin, reads James Baldwin, and makes pie on the weekend.  Chalida Anusasananan teaches English at Mission High, reads anything and everything she can get her hands on, especially contemporary fiction when she’s not reading Harold and the Purple Crayon to her two-year-old, and loves riding her purple bike.
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